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The US State Department again included Cuba on its annual list of state sponsors of terrorism,
while critics of the list asked if criteria for inclusion are uniformly applied to all countries. The
Annual Report on Patterns of Global Terrorism says, "Cuba continued providing safe haven to
several terrorists and US fugitives and maintained ties to other state sponsors and Latin American
insurgents." These are essentially the same words used in the department's reports for the past
several years (see NotiCen, 1999-05-13). Also on the list were Iran, Iraq, Libya, North Korea, Sudan,
and Syria.
During a press briefing about the list, Michael Sheehan, the State Department's Counter-Terrorism
Coordinator, denied the current political atmosphere in the US influenced the decision to keep
Cuba on the list.
At the time the report was released, the US was engulfed in the controversy regarding Elian
Gonzalez, the six-year-old Cuban boy caught in a political battle between his father in Cuba and his
distant relatives in Miami (see NotiCen, 1999-12-23, 2000-06-08).
Reporters at the press briefing asked about the lack of specific instances of terrorism attributed
to Cuba in the report. Sheehan said Cuba was "not involved directly in terrorism...but they have
problems in two categories: harboring of past terrorists and continuing linkages to foreign terrorist
organizations." The latter are the Basque separatist organization ETA and two Colombian guerrilla
organizations, the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) and the Ejercito de
Liberacion Nacional (ELN).
While the report mentions a concentration of Taliban terrorists in Afghanistan, that country is
not on the list. Sheehan said the reason is that "we don't recognize the Islamic Taliban militia as
the government of Afghanistan." He said the Taliban is not hostile to the US and "in fact, they
repeatedly tell me that they want good relations with the United States, and I believe that to be a
sincere desire."
Pakistan is described in the report as harboring active terrorist groups. "Credible reports continued
to indicate official Pakistani support for Kashmiri militant groups that engage in terrorism," says
the report. However, Pakistan is not on the list either. Cuba repudiates list Alejandro Gonzalez,
spokesman for the Cuban Foreign Ministry, turned the terrorist charge against the US. He
said Cuba was "the principal victim of state terrorism, practiced for 40 years by successive US
administrations." He told the news agency Notimex that the State Department ought to investigate
military and economic aggression against Cuba, numerous attempts to assassinate President Fidel
Castro, the bombing of Cuban tourist facilities in 1997, and "the attempt to strangle the Cuban
people" by the trade embargo.
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Several critics of US Cuban policy have argued that Cuba remains on the list to satisfy the hardline exile community in Miami and their allies in Congress. Wayne Smith, former head of the
US Interests Section in Havana and a persistent critic of US policy, said keeping Cuba on the list
was "absurd." "It's because no one has the guts to take it off," he said. "Cuba is not involved in
terrorism, but the US government trembles at the thought of doing something." [Sources: State
Department briefing, ABC News, 05/01/00; Associated Press, 05/02/00; Notimex, 05/04/00]
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